WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

AT BECK MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Proposal for a Garden and Community Center on the site of the WF Enslaved Persons Burial Ground

UPDATED 10.23 ---Proposal and Presentation by Laura James, Bronx CB6 Youth and
Education Chair, Land Use Committee member, with Nilka Martell, Loving the Bronx, Tuesday, September 9, 2025

Contact; laura@westfarmsmemorialgardens.org nilka@westfarmsmemorialgardens.org
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LOCATION:

Lot Information

Address: 980 East 180th St
Lot Area Size: 28,945 sq ft
Lot Frontage: 115.03 ft

Beck Memorial Presbyterian Church

980 E 180 St, Bronx, New York, Lot Depth: 275.19 ft
10460
Church Information
Between Boston Rd. and Vyse Ave. Year built: 1905
Bronx Community Board 6 Church floor area: Over 3,100 sq ft

*Landmark: 1967 (?)
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Beck Memorial Presbyterian Church
And Graveyard, Google Earth
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General information about the neighborhood WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

Bronx Community District 6 and West Farms (14)

Community District 6 covers 1.5 square miles in the central Bronx, serving the communities of Belmont, Bathgate, Tremont, and West Farms.
According to the 2018 American Community Survey, the population was 175,456. Bronx CB 6 is primarily populated by low-income residents;
with an unemployment rate of 23.9% and has the second-highest percentage residents under the age of 18 at 28.4%. 60% of residents receive
some form of income assistance and 30-34% of residents live

under the NYC poverty line. CB 6 district had the 2nd highest private residential eviction filing rate, the 3rd highest housing code violation rate,
and 7™ highest crime rate in NYC. Also has the 2nd highest number if homeless shelters.

As of 2024, the median income was about $24,800 per year. The majority of West Farms properties are small apartments (studio to two
bedrooms) or high-rise (three or four bedrooms) or small apartment buildings. A majority of the West Farms neighborhood's residential property
IS renter-occupied which makes it a promising investment opportunity with upside financial and social impact potential [1]. West Farms in the
Central Bronx is designated as a Qualified Opportunity Zone [2]. There is a high rate of poverty in this historically redlined district.

According to Census data, the West Farms neighborhood has a lower average per capita income than 98.8% of U.S. neighborhoods. This area
also has an unusually high percentage of children living in poverty at 73.5%; this is a high percentage when compared to other neighborhoods
in the country. With nearly one in four children growing up in poverty, this neighborhood stands out for the depth of the problem [3].

A large percentage of residents receive Housing Choice Voucher Section 8 subsidies (17.8%) and SNAP benefits (23.9%)[4].Community
Board 6 is currently planning major development with nearly 3,000 new homes and at least 72,000 square feet of retail and commercial space
incoming in the next five to ten years. Upzoning and Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUSs) are two innovative approaches that would benefit both
renters and homeowners, according to the Community Board 6 report. Additionally, the growing population calls for more schools and daycare
facilities to ease overcrowding. A number of small businesses and vacant spaces can be found along the East Tremont commercial corridor in
the Central Bronx.
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Birds-eye view image identifying some relevant locations nearby
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Proposal: West Farms Memorial Gardens

Background

The grounds behind Beck Memorial Presbyterian Church in West Farms hold significant
historical value. Research and local knowledge confirm that this area includes an African
burial ground as well as additional cemeteries concentrated along East 180th Street
between Boston Road and Vyse Avenue. These sites reflect a broad span of American
history, including the burial of enslaved Africans, Native Americans, early European
settlers, and veterans who served in four wars, including the War of 1812.

Top- Yard view -

This land has remained a burial ground throughout its history. Current maps and records, Looking west at

including Google listings, continue to identify it as such. The presence of likely old-growth Beck Memorial

trees further indicates that the ground has been undisturbed for centuries, making from Bryant Ave, .

preservation both a cultural and environmental imperative Bottom- Looking @
east from Vyse
Ave

Site Context
The property directly abuts Beck Memorial Presbyterian Church, a historic institution that was once a
cornerstone of community life in West Farms. The church has been abandoned for several years and is
now slated for sale by the Presbytery. This presents a rare opportunity to both preserve sacred ground
and revitalize a key corner of the neighborhood.

We are seeking a partner organization with experience in community development, preservation, or
cultural projects to join us in protecting this historic site. Working together, we can secure the property,
protect the burial ground in partnership with local stakeholders, and develop a simple two-story
structure at the front of the parcel to house a community center.

Potential architectural plans and design concepts for the site can be obtained and refined T S
collaboratively to ensure the project respects the historic landscape while meeting community needs. MEMORIAL GARDENS
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Significance

West Farms, established before 1663, has deep roots in the history of New York and the United States. The
burial grounds behind Beck Memorial reflect that history in a concentrated and tangible way. Preserving this site
acknowledges the lives and contributions of all who are interred hered particularly enslaved Africans whose
presence is too often erased.

This proposal does not view the communityds ensl a
nationbés story that deserves recognition. Alongsi
built their lives here, and generations who shaped West Farms into the community it is today.

Proposal Overview

We propose transforming the area behind Beck Memorial Presbyterian Church into West Farms Memorial
Gardens, a dedicated public memorial and educational space.

Key elements include:

1 Historic Commemoration: Markers and interpretive materials honoring enslaved Africans, Native Americans, early settlers, soldiers, and other
community members buried on the site.

1 Educational Programming: Partnerships with schools and community organizations to provide learning opportunities in history, civic
engagement, and cultural awareness.

7 Community Engagement: Intergenerational activities such as gardening, art, and cultural programs that foster pride and reflection.
1 Green Space Preservation: Maintaining existing trees and landscape to protect the integrity of the burial ground and support climate resilience.

1 Accessibility: Public entry designed to respect both the memorial space and the community center, with seating for quiet reflection.

WEST FARMS
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WEST FARMS

, : MEMORIAL GARDENS
Partnership and Implementation

We are seeking a partner organization to collaborate with local residents and stakeholders on this project.

The ideal partner would have experience in community-based development, historic preservation, or cultural programming, and a demonstrated commitment to long-term
stewardship. This partnership would allow for a joint proposal to the Presbytery of New York, aligning both preservation and community goals.

Proposed Scope

The proposal would include:

A Securing or leasing the land from the Presbytery.
Devel oping a memorial garden in partnership with | ocal stakehol ders.
A Bui | d-istargcoramunitwaenter (either preserving part of the existing church structure or rebuilding anew) with community input.
A Cr e at i -nsg spackssuck as a coworking hub, museum, or information center that honor local history and foster civic life.
A Continuing to gather community ideas as the project evolves.
Conclusion

The establishment of West Farms Memorial Gardens represents a unique opportunity to preserve history, honor those buried here, and provide the community with a
meaningful space for reflection, learning, and pride.

By partnering with an organization dedicated to community development and preservation, this project can protect sacred ground while reactivating an important
neighborhood site. Together, we can ensure that the history of West Farmsad its challenges, triumphs, and contributionsd remains visible and accessible for generations to
come.
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Some brief history from  Blacks in the Colonial Bronx: A Documentary History I 2010 by Lloyd Ultan

-AAn examination of the surviving documents from the colonial peri o

constituted between ten and fifteen percent of the total population of what is today the Bronx. Thus, the Blacksin th

presence of Black people in New York City's norther acs.m € e X
Colonial Bronx

-iWe know for certain Richard Morris (Morrisani a) a ADocumentaryHistory O U

to what is now The Bronx about 1670. He also had European indentured servants work his land side by side LLOYD ULTAN

with his Black slaves.

-AWhere did the slaves come from? I n the early colo r b

-RA severe flood in 1767 swept some Black sl aves 1in B

was able to save them all .o

-ARAt the insistence of the Society for the Propagat p e

missionaries to the colonies, lacks, both slave and free, were to be converted to the religion of the Church of

Engl and. o

-ARThe first free Black family recorded in the Col 0Nt d

1698. They were listed as Antone the neger, his wife Diana, and their three children, Ben, Abraham and

Jacob. o

-ABl acks, both slave and free, worked to clear the | and, planted t hi

harvests, looked after the livestock, built and repaired fences and walls, did the cooking, cleaning and

washing around the house, and took care of the children and the eld

of the area, Blacks helped to develop coloni al Bronx. o

WEST FARMS
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15 Disturbing and Shameful Facts AbByShallanhlee/Mays 8025 Zo o 6 s WEST FARMS
https://dailyfetch.net/the-bronx-zoo-secret-theyve-been-hiding-for-decades-15-facts-about-human-exhibit-gone-wrong/ MEMORIAL GARDENS

Ota Benga displayed as a human exhibit
at the Bronx Zoo. 1906

200
CLOSED

nOta Benga, a Congol ese man exhibit
was shockingly described as a Omi ssi

came to see him every day and was of
https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/human -zoo-history-pictures-1900-1958/
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Source No. 1 - 1814. Deed where Presbyterian church acquires the land, Westchester County Historical Society

50 years before the end of slavery, on December
15, 1814, representatives from the Board of
Trustees of The First Presbyterian Church of the
Village of West Farms acquired the land where the
present church and Veterans Cemetery are
located. The deed records that they paid $1.00.

|l n the deed, the | and i1 s

‘E

LydiMjdsl s in the county o
deed also indicates that the Lawrence family had a
buri al ground there, and
nevertheless to Thomas Lawrence the former

owner of the said lot his heirs, and assigns, the

right & privilege of being interred on the said lots
above described.

These | ots nare known and
certain map made by Wm Bridges one of the
Surveyors of the City of New York, dated July

1809¢é0

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

SAMUEL ,A.LAWEERBCE & WIFE, & QRS.,
T

1THE TRAUSTERS OF TRE LST FRYSREYTERIAYN

CHOIRCH 1IF WEST FARMS, THIS INDENTURE made Lhe fotea?th
day of Dzcember 1n the year -- ogur Leord gme thougand sight hundred and Tourkeen
DETWEEN SAMUEL A. LAWHRNCE of bhe COlty of Hew York, Fequire, and CATHARINE, hie i
wile, and JASTER WARD, of the said City, Merchant, and ANN, his wife, of the fiPB{
part and ACGRERT GIYAN, QALFE PELL, ERENEEZER WATERBURY, JAMES EATHGATE, JAMRS
ARENWICK, AMD JTGHN B. GILLESPLE, Truatees of bthe Firet Freabyberian Church in Lhe !
Village of West PFarma, 1s the town &F Weastchester, - - - - WITHESSETY that
the =said parties of the Tirst part Tor certaln good, cauwses amd in econelderdtion
of the eum of ONHE DOLLAR te btkem 12 hand paid by the zaid parties of the secand

part, atv the bime of the excoution hereol, the racedipt whereaf ia Nereby scknow—

ledged have gkven Er&nﬁad, bargained, spld, slispsd, reledbed, enfenCfed, convey&d
‘and conflrmed and by bhese presenta du glve grent, vargaein, e=ll, alijen, release .

eafeolT eonvey and conlirm wato the sald parblee of the =mcond part, and Lo thels

gucceaanrse and wopigne forever, ALL Ghpae t#¢ cartain lots, pleves or parcels

E

of land, situate, lying and bLeing mear the Twelve Mile 3tome gppoaibe to Mr. Lyuiilﬁ

Eiile in khe County of Weéetchesber im the State of New York, and sre kno¥n and

digtingulahed oR w Ccertaln map made by William Bridzes ome of the Surveyors of thd

City ol Hew York, dated July LB by

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground
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Source No 2. T Compiled before 1954. The Old Village of West Farms, by Stephen Wray (of American History Club -
New Rochelle), Westchester County Historical Society

‘ Lot B on "The Cemeteries of The
127 Bronxfi map

Present Day 1
Beck Memorial Presbyterian Church

It was decided to bulld the new church on the northeaat side of And G d, Google Earth
nd Graveyard, Google Ear

Samuel Street and use the Surrounding land for graves nf the villagers,

while the plot on the south - : - o
thyest elde of Samuel Street.much the larger, BeckiMEmorial Bresbyterian Church K
) . ‘ / v v\‘ L p

should be used for
horso-ahwmmmdlng land to be the grave-

yard for 8trangers snd black slaves,in fact,sort of a Potter's Fleld,

One of these plots secms to have been the private burial-ground of
the Lawrence family prior to and at the time of the Revolution,and in
that War was the scene of the violation of graves by the British sol-
diery who over-ran the district in the Autumn of I776 when retuming
to New York after the Battle at White Plains, (Liber 528 Cp.I & 3 )

APrior to and at the ti me of t he Revol u h e

now stands was the Lawrence Family Burial ground. After 1814, when the
plot was acquired by the WFPC, the land used for horse sheds (area below 7 o
current church), and a buri al ground for Astrangers and bl

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS
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Source No 2. T Compiled before 1954. The Old Village of West Farms, by Stephen Wray (of American History Club - New
Rochelle), Westchester County Historical Society

- T I I LI e,
The ordginal plot surrounding the Church »including thoe bed of a pro- '!

posed street north of the Church but never used, was little more than ““
100 feot in width by I75 foet in depth;but about 1850, John Butler ,who |

ot aslde a long,narrow strip of
it for private grave-plotsjand gt g later time,

Alfred Pettit ,the local undertaker,laid out all the adjoining lana

eastward to Bryant Street,for single graves,calling it the WEST FARIS o :
Presentday-Phi pps6 La

CEARTERY, .,and this practice of selling graves was continued for many
‘{A Houses 1013 E. 180th St

Years by hls successor, Isaac Butler .

i F 8 F 8 R WNE TR

WEST FARMS
This article seems to indicate the | ocal undert ak  MEMORIAL GARDENS
Cemeteryo, described as being ndall the adjoining |
assumed to be where 1013 E. 180" St is located, although more research needs to be done (Lot
E on updated map (8)). This building is slated to be demol i

Housingb6bs ongoing project at Lambert Houses.
West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground 12



Source No. 3 T 1967. Landmarks Preservation Commission, Old West Farms Soldier Cemetery, 2013 Bryant Ave and
E180 St, Borough of The Bronx. 1815. Aug 2, 1967 hitps://s -media.nyc.qgov/agencies/lpc/lp/0624.pdf

- In this document we learn that this area was so P e

LP-062L

n a m e d I n 1 6 6 3 ! ﬁ T h e y n a m e d OLD WEST FARMS SOLDIER CEMETERY, 2103 Bryant Avenue and 180th Street, Borough

. . . . of The Bronx, 181
t 0 d I S t I n g u I S h I t f r O m We S Landmark Site: Borough of The Eronx Tax Map Black 3133, Lot 25.

On December 27, 1966, the Landmarks Preservation Commission held a publie
heaaring on the proposed designation as a Landmark of the 0ld West Farms Seldier
~ . Cemetery and the proposed designaticn of the related Landmark Site. (Item No. 11L).
- n O I d We S t F a r m S S O I d I e r' C [ | The hearing had been duly adwertised in accordance with the provisions of law. d
(ne witness spoke in favor of desigmation. There were no speakers in cpposition
to designation.

as nNnthe ol dest public vete SORIPTION At AATSIS i

B r 0 n X 0 Standing on a stone pedestal on sloping ground and almost hidden from view by
. the trees which surround it, the bronze statue of 4 Undon Army seldier maintains
a lonely vigil over the cldest public veterans' burial ground in the Bromx, 01d
West Farms Soldier Cemetery. Here, among shade trees in a modestly landscaped
wire-fenced enclosure, the remeins of forty veterans of four wars lie benesath well
marked stones in & quiet, sequestered and historie place of abeut two-thirds of an
acre. There i3 mot 2 building in this Cemetery, but there are handsome tombstones,
some honoring the last resting places of those who made the supreme sacrifice in
defense of the Undon,

-PAmong the many veterans
there are two from the War of 1812, thirty-five from

the Civil War, two from the Spanish-American War
and two from World War |

The first interment, in 1815, was that of Samuel Adsms whose family owned land
in the area. A nearby street bears the name. The last interment was that of
Pvt, Tuloga, & World War I weteran. Amonpg the mamy veterans of four wars

NYC Parks Sign reads: West Farms Soldiers Cemeter
Interred here are those who served in the United States ™ e

s B B westrarms

in wars between 1812 and 1917. This is a place for Sissig =S

CEMETERY
reflection and remembrance.
WEST FARMS

MEMORIAL GARDENS
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Source No. 4 1 2014. Historic Bronx Parks: A Guide to Historic NY Neighborhoods. Historic District Councils.

-l n 1815, around

300 members of We s t

- The church was funded by Charles Bathgate Beck.

- The article alludes to the church mentionedinL ot A on " The

A

b

Far ms

Cemet er

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

€S

A Guine 1o Historic NEW YORK CITy NEIGHBORHOODS

Historic BRONX PARKS
BrONX

5. BECK MEMORIAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
980 East 180th Street

1905

The congregation of this church dates back to 1815, when
some of the roughly 300 inhabitants of West Farms Village
formed the First Presbyterian Church. This is the church’s sec-
ond building, funded by trustee Charles Bathgate Beck in mem-
ory of his mother. The Gothic Revival stone building features
rectangular arrowslit openings that evoke a medieval castle. Its
large, imposing terra-cotta-clad tower features a mansard roof
with dormer windows and an ornate weathervane.

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground
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Source No. 5 17 2016. The Cemeteries of The Bronx by Patrick Raftery, Westchester County Historical Society

As recorded in ACemeteries of the Bronxo
acquired land on both sides of Samuels St (present day E. 180™ St). On this land,
marked A on map, they built a church and a cemetery. (Present day - Rev. David

Casella apts).

The south lot, marked B in diagram, presently the WFPC, was at that time (and
since the revolution*) the Lawrence Family Burial ground.

Back on the north side, in 1827, John Butler opened a private cemetery. Marked C
and D on the diagram. (Presentday-Vet er anés Cemetery and
Ave walkway).

BRYANT AV

VYSE AV

‘ IpE
| | N West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground

ot meubbavad heavilv during the Revolutionary War, and it “was the scene

WEST FARMS

t he We s t F a MEMORIAL GARDENS

L

Location: North side of East 180 Street
between Vyse Avenue and Boston Road.
The cemetery originated as the Lawrence
Family Burial Ground, which was located on
the south side of Samuel Street (now East
180™ Street) on the parcel marked “B” in the
map at bottom right. In 1815 the West Farms
Presbyterian Church acquired parcels on

abdmb selek ton ddh@elU St@tS  MBer

congregation established a church and burial
ground on the north parcel (A), and it used
the south lot where the Lawrence Family
Burial Ground was located as a slave and
pauper’s graveyard (B). In 1827 John Butler
opened a private cemetery on the east side of
the church (C and D). The slave and
pauper’s graveyard was forgotten until it
was uncovered during road construction in
1900. Today, the Beck Memorial Pre-
sbyterian Church stands on the lot. Parcel C
is the present West Farms Soldiers
Cemetery, while parcel D was taken for the
creation of Bryant Avenue during the first
decade of the 20 century.

Dates of Activity: Mid-18" century —
1929

N LW = ™ T
—

P

LG5S

T
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Source No. 6 T 2020. West Farms Soldier Cemetery, NYC Cemetery Project. Jan 30, 2020

https://nycemetery.wordpress.com/2020/01/

- 40 veterans of four warsd the War of 1812, the Civil War, the
Spanish American War, and World War 18 are interred here.

-West Farms described as a Aé6fl ot

i nhabitant so anidi Tghoee st rouns tteoe ss tdaets
the second parcel of land, located on the south side of Samuel
Street, fAa graveyard for strange
- Early 20thcenturyiabout 200 i ndividual s |
Farms Cemetery, including 35 Civil War veterans. Most
distinguished of these is Captain William J. Rasberry, who led his

men into the Battle of Cedar Creek, Virginia, and died there, in

\;;7 New York City Cemetery Project on WordPress.com

WESTFARMS

SOLDIEPR.

* CEMETERY"
BRONX LANDMARK

| BLOCK WEST

1864. 0

-AiGrading and widening of streets in \I

QUELER OLD MISS HULLIN,

e ————————

Burlied from the Shaabhby Little House where
she had Lived Alone 27 Years,

Mary M. Hullin, 70 years old, died at Fair-
mount village, West Farms, on Monday, and wasg
buried yesterday in the West Farms Cemetery
at 11 o'clock.  The ecertifleate of death, made
out by Dr. Lewis of JMorrisania, gives the cause
of death as " mal-nutrition extending over sev-
eral years.” “She lived in a dark, damp
house,” a4 marginal note says, 'and she was
suspicious and obstinate,”

r

(@

decade of the 20th century disturbed graves in the cemetery next to

the old Presbyterian church building as well as in the forgotten

pauperso burial ground on the south s
Memorial). When the public learned that soldiers graves were being

neglected and desecrated in the West Farms. The committee re-

dedicated the cemetery as the West Farms Soldier Cemetery in

1910, s Cemetery, a committee was foun
-1970s era sign, AWest Farms Sol dier (
Landmar k. 0 referred to as a Acuri o
2025.

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground

16

St

(Becl

hang:


https://nycemetery.wordpress.com/2020/01/

Source No. 7 T 2025. Oral testimony from longtime community members, Brian Johnson, Ms. Sharman Switzer,
Ayanna Chapman, Naima Kadir. Aug 30, 2025

Eyewitness to History 1

- Lifelong West Farms resident, Brian Johnson , currently residing on
Honeywell Ave, grew up across the street from Beck Memorial in a building that
used to be on Lot A (5), now the site of the Rev. Davis Cassels Houses. Mr.
Johnson was a student at PS6 on East Tremont Ave, his mother attended Beck
Memorial.

- In the late 1960s, Mr. Johnson remembers playing basketball on a court
| ocated on the right side of the church
see the (grave)stoneséo He goes on to saé

-While visiting the pastoro6s office, Mr.
the old wooden church (6).

-Mr . Johnson al so recall s that t he Vet er
before Lambert Houses were built, and the lot was vacant.

When asked what he thought about a Memorial Garden to commemorate the
ensl aved people interred behind the chur
those people that believe you need thin

WEST FARMS

MEMORIAL GARDENS )
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Parcel A T

Pasti 1814, church and burial ground (church destroyed in fire, 1912)
(1,2,3,4,5)

1999 - Present i Rev. David Casella Plaza Apt building (7)

Parcel B i
Pasti o Pri or to and at the tiilLewvweneef t he R
Family Burial ground (1, 2, 5)

1814171 Presenti Ens| aved and Pauper 6s burial ¢

1814-190571 Horse sheds
1905-Present i Beck Memorial Presbyterian Church and Graveyard (4, 5)

Parcel C i
1815 (first interment) to Presenti Vi | | age Cemetery, Sol d
West Farms Soldierdés Cemetery (3, 5,

Parcel D i

1827 7 Private Cemetery opened by John Butler (2, 5)

1900 -1954 1 Bryant Ave, city street (3, 5, 7)

1973 - Present i Bryant Ave walkway at Lambert Houses (7)

Updated map from 'The Cemeteries of The Parcel E i
Bronx" by Patrick Raftery, Westchester Before 1850 1 Private Cemetery owned by John Butler (2)

. . . . After 185017 Private Cemetery opened by Alfred Pettit (2)
County Historical Society (5)o include Lot E 1973 - Presenti Phi ppso Lambert Hous e |

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground 18
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i €1 ¥ g 1 BSOS  H wesTFARMS
g . | cu. B3 ! B SOLDIERS
= CEMETERY

PRESENT DAY T I-rLot A on "The Cemet erRee BavisCasellalPaza B aroefderiy lowsrecgme
housing apartment building subsidized by the federal governments HUD (Housing and Urban Development Division), Lot C
on map - Veterans Cemetery, Lot D Bryant Ave pathway at Lambert Houses.

WEST FARMS
West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground MEMORIAL GARDENS




nNThe sl ave and
graveyard was forgotten

until it was uncovered

during road construction in

1900. Today, the Beck

Memorial Presbyterian
Church stands o

The Cemeteries of The Bronx" by Patrick Raftery,
Westchester County Historical Society

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS
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Beck Memorial Today

In March 2024 , after complaints by community
members, Bronx CB6 sent a letter to Beck Memorial
Church asking the church
|l ssue in the back yardo.
ARabout -tbBemlphgnso

!

f

news12

LOCAL CRIME WEATHER THE EAST END
THE BRONX

DOWN THE SHORE ¢

July 14, 2025 7 Afire
breaks out at 4PM in the
yard behind the church.
News describes the
property as
https://bronx.newsl12.com
[fire-destroys-abandoned-
church-in-west-farms

n 4

Fire destroys abandoned church in West Farms

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

0 PP Box 578

w THE CITY OF NEW YORK
BRONX COMMUNITY BOARD 6
1932 Arthur Avenue, Room 403-A, Bronx, NY 10457

Honorable Vanessa L. Gibson, Bronx Borough President
Honorable Oswald Feliz, New York City Council Member, 15* District
Telephone: (T18) $79-6990 — Email: bronxch6@ bronxcbé.org — Website: nyc.gov/baché

MS. EVONNE CAPERS
Board Chairperson

O Naddress t he mai mtuern
Beck Memonal Church
Wi 180 SO expressed conce

exst Ne buil ding.

MR. RAFAEL MOURE-PUNNETT
District Manager

Bronx, NY 10460

Presbytery of NYC
475 Riverside Drive Suite 1270
New York, NY 10115

Bronx Community Board 6 would like to alert Beck Memorial Church that we have received
complaints from local residents about the lack of maintenance of church grounds. Residents allege that
because the backyard of the church is so poorly maintained, vermin have spread throughout the
neighborhood, coming from the church’s backyard. Residents allege raccoons are based in the Beck
Church backyard and disturb trash storage throughout the area. The Board asks that the church address the
maintenance issue i the back yard.

Bronx Community Board 6 is also concerned about long-term plans for this building, as it is
unclear who owns and maintains the church. Recent maintenance work done on the church was conducted
by the NYC Department of Housing and Preservation. The Board is concemed that the church’s physical
condition will continue to deteriorate without proper maintenance — at the expense of the city and
ﬁayas. We ask; that the Church ideptify a point person responsible for the physical state of the church

agt WA si(hat e @ur. the long-term plan for this building, as there does not seem
to be a congregation or any regular use of the church building. Is the Church looking to sell or develop

onsite programming?
Regards,
Evonne Capers

Chair
Bronx Community Board 6

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground
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Beck Memorial Today

WEST FARMS

MEMORIAL GARDENS

Feb 11, 2025. Developer presents a proposal to CB6 to build housing in the church yard. 13 story
building. Board rejects proposal, prefers coops or condos. Although the proposal includes the need for

historic preservation, it does not mention the graveyard.

AHIi storic Preservation

From the outset, we identified the existing church building as a significant
historical structure and important community asset worth preserving.
Unfortunately, the building has been abandoned for some time and is in serious
disrepair. It seems the nave has been partially demolished and is not viable to
preserve the remaining portion, so we are focusing our efforts on the most
distinctive features of the building: the facade, entryway and belfry. To this end,
we are earmarking $3,000,000 for site improvements and restoration of the
historic structure to be preserved. We believe that despite the high cost involved,
a considerable effort is warranted to revitalize this important piece of architectural
beauty for the benefit of our tenants

and

Historic Preserval tion

The Beacon Apartments project contemplates using the site currently occupied by the Beck
Memorial Presbyterian Church. This congregation in what was then West Farms Village in 1815,
and after various facility upgrades over the years, the final and current church building was
erected in 1905 in a Gothic Revival style. Its ornate facade and commanding tower have been a
neighborhood landmark ever since.

From the outset, we identified the existing church building as a significant historical structure
and Important community asset worth preserving. Unfortunately, the building has been
abandoned for some time and is in serious disrepair. It the nave has been partially
demolished and is not viable to preserve the remaining por! 0 we are focusing our efforts
on the most distinctive features of the building: the facade, entryway and belfry. To this end, we

re earmarking $3,000,000 for site improvements and restoration of the historic structure to be
preserved. We believe that despite the high cost involved, a considerable effort is warranted to
revitalize this important piece of architectural beauty for the benefit of our tenants and the

community at large.

NYU VIDA 12

- Final Proposal, THE BEACON APARTMENTS, 980 E 180th Street, The Bronx, NY 10460. Bank of America

Low-Income Housing Challenge 2023, NYU Schack Institute of Real Estate, NYU VIDA Team
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In their proposal, social developers NYU VIDA and leading real RO ARRRT
Bronx Community District 6 and West Farms

estate development firm MDG Design + Construction plan to CorrFrlinly DISHEES Sovers 1.5 g iarE Hles iy ihie
e q p X g t v n -D' C n d n k | J Vv g f n e J Wt e J 'Unit t q r g central Bronx, serving the communities of Belmont,

Bathgate, Tremont, and West Farms. According to

THE BRONX

affordable housing development with community facility the 2018 American Community Survey, the

. - . lati 175,456. B CB 6 i i il
space focused on sustainability, community support, and i e s L e
j kuvqt kecn" r t gugt XCqupOL‘l unemployment rate of 23.9% and has the

second-highest percentage residents under the age
of 18 at 28.4%. 60% of residents receive some form

. TURT . of income assistance and 30-34% of residents live
T, Ce s wk u k vrhedChutch hasian €xisting building that is ander the NYO poveny line, 1085 district had the
1 1 1 1 2nd highest private residential eviction filing rate,
Currently_ Unused bUt 1S Ilkely recognl_zed _aS an Impor_tant i the 3rd highest housing code violation rate, and 7th g
community landmark. The congregation is willing deliver the site highest crime rate in NYC. Also has the 2nd highest

number if homeless shelters.

in eXChange for a turn key prOjeCt that WOUId beneﬁt the As of 2024, the median income was about $24,800 per year. The majority of West Farms
Community’ primarily focused on |OW income housing_ The main properties are small apartments (studio to two bedrooms) or high-rise (three or four bedrooms)
risk is the Church not delivering the premises under a Ground e
Ngcug"qgrvkgpoOy

The report lists Lambert Houses, ultimately with 278 affordable units,
andCompass 1, wi tdomex8mparable madern as
affordable housing developments 1in

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

- Final Proposal, THE BEACON APARTMENTS, 980 E 180th Street, The Bronx, NY
10460. Bank of America Low-Income Housing Challenge 2023, NYU Schack Institute
of Real Estate, NYU VIDA Team

NYU VIDA 28
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Ms. Sharman Switzer has called West Farms her home for over
fifty years. A former teacher, she is the impetus for our current
exploration of this site.

On a recent visit to River Garden, Ms. Switzer, hearing that
garden manager, Laura James, was also on the community
board, informed James of the oral history she had from Mr. Brian
Johnson (7), and asked if the CB could look into it.

She went on to explain that her granddaughter, 22-year-old
Ayanna Chatman, and her daughter, Naima Qadir, were also
interested in the site, since they lived nearby and regularly
walked near the church. They did some research on the internet
and found out that the building has a graveyard behind it, along
with other information.

After that, they had an opportunity to speak with the caretaker of
the church, who they happened to see one day. Naima went on to - > :
recall the conversation. When they asked him what the plans Sharman Switzer, Naima Qadir, Ayanna Chatman
were for the site, he said, to his knowledge, the building would be

torn down and replaced with senior housing. This was at least

nine years ago. (7) WEST FARMS

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground MEMORlAI24GARDENS



Any new construction
In the graveyard behin
eck Memorial would
Isturb bones, and old

rowth trees.

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

25



Enslaved Persons Burial Grounds in the Bronx

Van Cortlandt Park: Enslaved African Burial Ground
https://www.nycqgovparks.org/parks/VVanCortlandtPark/hi
ghlights/19847

ALocated along the easter
Burial Ground, this area has been identified as a
burial site of enslaved Africans who lived on the
Van Cortlandt family plantation. They were
responsible for its functions and economic gains for
over a hundred years. According to records, there
were several Indigenous people who were
ens| aved i a¥C Parkslwkbsite

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

OVERVIEW  PROIECT TEAM

e @ Ve .k B 5
3 ENSLAVED N A HESTER & (b,
‘I AFRICAN AND VR PIERO'S

KINGSBRIDGE 5
BURIAL GROUNDS R MILL PON

Van Cortlandt Park Alliance is partnering with the Design Trust for Public Space to

car@rial Groun@te infthe Bronxas menhal se that

West Farms Enslaved Persons Burial Ground

ENSLAVED
AFRICAN AND
KINGSBRIDGE
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https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/VanCortlandtPark/highlights/19847
https://www.nycgovparks.org/parks/VanCortlandtPark/highlights/19847

HUNTS POINT SLAVE BURIAL GROUNDAhttps://hpsbg.weebly.com/

The
commemorate the lives of slaves that lived in Hunts Point, Bronx, New York.
Though the graves may have been obliterated their lives shall be
remembered. The project works with students from PS 48, a New York City
public school, alongside local historians, community organizations, museums,
city agencies to investigate the final resting place of the slaves from various
New Yor k f a

hi

Hunts Poi

storical and

nt

pr omi

Sl ave Buri al

nent

KATHY HOCHUL
New York State Governor
Parks, Recreation _and RANDY SIMONS
Historic Preservation imissioner Pro Tempors

February 14, 2025

Honorable Eric L. Adams
Mayor

Office of the Mayor

City Hall

New York NY 10007

Re:  Drake Park & Enslaved People's Burial Ground
Drake Park South at Longfellow
Bronx, NY 10474
Bronx County

Dear Mayor Eric L. Adams

| am pleased to inform you that the above referenced property was listed February 3, 2025, on the
National Register of Historic Places. As you may know, the National Register is the nation’s official list of
properties worthy of preservation. Listing on the National Register recognizes the importance of these
properties to the history of our country and provides them with a measure of protection. /n addition, owners of
income producing properties may qualify for federal and/or state income tax benefits. Homeowners in
qualifying census tracts may qualify for state income tax benefits for approved work. Properties owned
by municipalities and not-for-profit organizations are eligible to apply for state historic preservation matching
grants.

We encourage you to learn more about the registers from our website, parks.ny govishpolnational-
register/, where you will find information abou siteria for listing as well as frequently asked questions. In
addition, please see parks ny. for about incentive programs for listed
properties

prog

If you would like more information about any of these programs, please contact your field
representative, in this case, Jefiry lovannone, at the Division for Historic Preservation at (518) 268-2194
Division staff maintains a continuing interest i all registered properties and will be happy to answer any
questions you may have
Para informacion en espaiol vaya a parks.ny. y parks.ny. it-
programs/

Sincerely 45

{;;y Draurk 7l~l\3
R. Daniel Mackay

Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation and
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

New York State
10O | Parks, Recreation and
YEARS | Historic Preservation

KATHY HOCHUL RANDY SIMONS
Govemor Commissioner Pro Tempore

January 2, 2025
Hom:uole Enc L. Adams

offce: om. Mayor
City Hal
New vm NY 10007

Re.  Drake Park & Ensiaved Peopie's Bural Ground
Drake Park South at Longfeliow Ave.
Bronx, NY 10474
Bronx County

Dear Mayor Eric L Adams:

Following a detailed review, the State Review Board has recommended 1o the Commissioner of Parks.
Recreation and Historic Preservation, who is the New York State Historic Preservaton Officer (SHPO), that the
property icentified above be Iisted on the New York State Register of Histonc Places and nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places.

After reviewing the nomination, the SHPO has agreed with the recommendation of the State Review
Board and has isted the proparty on the State Register of Historic Places. We shall now forward the nomination
1o the Keeper of the Nasional Register in Washington, . C.

I the Keeper of the National Register approves the nomination, the property will be listed on the
National Reg'ster. You will be notified when this decision is made

We encourage you to leam more about the registers from our website. parks.ny. gov/shpo/nation:
register’, where you will find information about the criteria for listing as woll as frequontly asked questions. In
adcditon, please see parks.ny.govishpolax-credit-programs/ for information about incentive programs for listed
properties.

Information about the results of State and National Register listing were included in our earfier
natification letter. If you have any further questions, please contact your field representative Jeffry Iov.:nnonn at
the Division for Historic Preservation, (518) 268-2194 or via email at jeffry lovannone@parks ry o

Para informacién en espafiol vaya a parks.ny. ¥ parks.n; di
erograms/

SmoeieVy

y lmv( /%

R Damel Mackay
Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation and
Deputy State Historic Preservaton Officer

Division for Historic Preservation
P.0 B 100, Watarr, Now Yo 121880 374843 « parks vy gov
237.8543 ® s finarks oy oovishag @

Ground

PS 48 students and teachers at HPSBG site.
Photo: Richard Harbus for New York Daily News
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Hunts Point Slave Burial Ground
listed on the National and NYS
Registers of Historic Places, 2025
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New York City
African Burial Ground

CITY WIDE

y

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
515 Malcolm X Bivd, New York, NY 10037

HONORING NEW YORK

GITY'S SACRED GROUND ERO Plnuirs

tive (Manhattan)

t (Manhattan)
honor legacy, explore shared

I‘,.-

(Manhattan)

EXPLORING HARLEM'S LEGACY AND Flatbush A
HERITAGE ‘.f'.r«'.)fji.:l-,vm :

ind (Bronx)

: s.. MANGE ey O :‘vl'; -' "‘.
June 17, 2025

For More Information
@ edc.nyc/habg

1 (Bronx)

Presented By

2/EDC BB NAACP

GONVENING =

ifThepast is not dead,WilianBailknaro t

NYC African Burial Ground City Wide Convening

at the Schomburg Center, Harlem. June 2025

even past

WEST FARMS
MEMORIAL GARDENS

Local project honoring Indigenous
peoples of the Bronx T

Harmony Hill native garden and
wigwam at Bronx River
Community Garden, E 180th and
Devoe Ave, West Farms, one
block east of WFPC. August

2025
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